	Project:  
	Research Essay – Version 1.0  

	Due Date:  
	Saturday, October 16, 2021 / ALL Sections 

	Submitting:  
	Please see the last page for instructions  


 
 How will my project be graded?  
· Find a classmate and ENROLL yourself into a Group – Due September 30th, 2021 
· This project counts for 8% of your final grade and will be evaluated using the following grid:  
 
	Marks Available 
	What are the Marks Awarded For? 
	Mark Assigned 

	2 
	Appropriate research topic  
	

	2 
	Executive summary  
	

	6 
	Detailed defense of the “thesis” statement  
	

	3 
	Summary conclusions and recommendations  
	

	2 
	List of references and citations  
	

	2 
	1800 – 2200 words  
	

	2 
	Linguistic correctness (spelling, grammar etc.)  
	

	1 
	Proper PDF submission  
	

	
	
	

	20 
	Total  
	


 
 Research Essay Requirements  
This activity will provide you with an opportunity to discuss; i.e. express your ideas about a specific area, within one of the sub-fields of artificial intelligence (machine learning, AGI, ASI, etc.).  
The overall objective is to select one of the “thesis” statements included below and write a 2000-word defense of your chosen statement.  
You may also design your own thesis so long as it’s clearly part of the broader area of artificial intelligence or a subsidiary field and it’s structured as a hypothesis that can be clearly defended or refuted.  
You don’t need to get permission to proceed with your own “thesis” so long as it meets the aforementioned criteria.  
Your final submission does not need to be exactly 2000 words however it must fall within a 10% deviation of the count; i.e. 1800-2200 words.  
Your writing should be linguistically correct (grammar, spelling, etc.) and there is a small grading criterion for this requirement. 
 	 
Here is an initial list of “thesis” statements from which to choose  
1. Deep learning is the best long-term path to the future development of AGI.  
2. Real artificial general intelligence (AGI) requires the ability to go beyond learning from raw data and to include the capacity to understand causal relationships and hypothetical models of reality.  
3. Artificial Superintelligence (ASI) will probably lead to the demise of the human species.  
4. Artificial Superintelligence (ASI) will probably not lead to an existential threat to the human species.  
As part of the grading criteria, your essay must consist of the following set of sections. You may optionally, use your own title names for each of the sections.  
Executive Summary:  
This initial section consists of one or more brief paragraphs that outline how you plan to support your thesis statement. This section should also provide an abbreviated statement of any conclusions or implications that follow from your defense of the thesis statement.  
Detailed Defense:  
This is the main body of your essay and it’s where you provide a comprehensive defense of your position using well referenced evidence.  
Summary Conclusions and Recommendations:  
The concluding section of your essay is where you summarize the major points of your position and itemize any final conclusions you want to leave with the reader.  



List of References and Citations:  
Although not part of your essay, you must provide a list of bibliographic references that reveal work done by other authors you have used to support your position. In this case, we won’t require any particular formal criteria for the references, so long as appropriate credit is given using the author’s name and either the title of the book or research paper. A name and web URL are sufficient for web-based research papers and videos (YouTube etc.). No page level footnotes are required.  
*** End of Requirements *** 
 
 
 
How should I submit my research essay?  
Electronic Submission:  
One of the Group members should submit the essay to the INFO3142 “Research Essay” electronic submission folder in FOL. Your research essay should be submitted as a single “PDF” file containing your work.  
Submit your project on time!  
Project or essay submissions must be made on time! Late submissions will be subject to divisional policy on missed test and late projects. In accordance with this policy, no late submissions will be accepted without prior notification being received by the instructor from the student.  
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